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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

15th. May 2022; Easter 5C 

Service Transcript 

Ed 15.05.22 

 
Intimations - Nicol 

 

Introduction and Prayer: 

 

Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 

from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 
 

In a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, and 

know the presence of God among us. 

 

Pause 

 

Prayer: 
God of our past, present and future, help us to see you at work in your creation – 

as flowers lift their heads to the sun, as trees put on their leaves. 

Help us to see you at work in our daily lives, 

in our routines and choices, our growing and our changing. 

Help us to see you at work in all things. In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Call to Worship: Let us worship God 

 

Hymn 104 The Lord of heaven confess 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

In a world of ‘us and them' God invites us to embrace. 
In a Church too often characterised by division, Christ invites us to embrace. 

In our lives, full of petty grudges and neglected relationships, 

the Spirit invites us to embrace. 

Come all you who yearn for deeper living 

and enter into Heaven's embrace this hour. 

 

Lord of creation, to you be all praise! 
Most mighty your working, most wondrous your ways. 

Wonderful Creator, Friend of the earth, 

all creation praises you. 

You have shown your healing love to peoples of every land; 

you have filled the long centuries with new songs of happiness. 

 
Join our songs to all those who have gone before us, 

and let memories of our joy inspire those who come after us. 

By the gift of faith, may the invigorating Spirit of the risen Jesus live within us 

and serve the world through us. 

 

Please remind us, loving God, 
that no person is too unimportant to receive your attention; 

and no personal flaw or sin is too ugly or too large to receive your forgiveness and healing, 

for it is written, “Here is real love; not our love for God but God’s love for us in the giving of 

his Son to be the remedy for the corruption of our sins.” (1 John 4:10) 

 



2 

 
We remember that our own selfish interests too often take precedence over Jesus's command 

to love one another as he has loved us; 

yet, through his grace, forgiveness and release is ours for the asking. 

Therefore we ask, and we receive, we knock, and the door is opened to us. 

 

Remind us, O God, that, even when our love falters, 
your love remains constant, and that, in you, all things are made new. 

 

Help us to renew and rekindle our love for you and for one another. 

Fill our hearts and minds with the selfless love of Jesus 

so that, like him, we glorify you in all we do and say. 

In his name and in his words we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 
Readings: Tracy will read for us today  

1st Reading: 

 

Acts 11:1-18 (NRSVA) 

Peter’s Report to the Church at Jerusalem 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God.  So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 

criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’  Then Peter 

began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 

trance I saw a vision.  There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, 

being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.  As I looked at it closely I saw 

four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air.  I also heard a voice saying 
to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”  But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or 

unclean has ever entered my mouth.”  But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 

“What God has made clean, you must not call profane.”  This happened three times; then 

everything was pulled up again to heaven.  At that very moment three men, sent to me from 

Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were.  The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 

make a distinction between them and us.  These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 

entered the man’s house.  He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and 
saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by 

which you and your entire household will be saved.”  And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 

fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning.  And I remembered the word of the 

Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.”  If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ When they heard this, they were silenced. 
And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 

leads to life.’  Amen. 

 

2nd Reading: 

John 13:31-35 (NRSVA) 

The New Commandment 
When [Judas] had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 

been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 

and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you only a little longer.  You will look 

for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you 
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also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.’ 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 238 Lord, bring the day to pass 

 
Message:  

 

At first sight it seems strange that, on the 5th Sunday of Easter, today’s Lectionary readings 

lead us back again to the last days, the last moments of Jesus’s life.  We might think these 

readings are better suited to Lent, but they tell us about a completely new scheme of things 

brought about by the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The developing Christian 
community finds itself in a familiar pitch, but playing a new and very different game, with a 

new team and new ground rules.  It is a time of excitement and expectation. 

 

It must have been a very puzzling time for the disciples.  What Jesus is doing is giving them a 

new game-plan for the time after he has gone, and a new commandment.  The new team is 

to include new players: the Gentiles.  That idea would bring big problems, because these 

early Christians, Jewish Christians, believed that the new Way was only for them, or, if it was 
to include the Gentiles, then they would need to be circumcised – to become Jews first before 

becoming Christians.  Peter has to explain patiently, step by step, that, through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, through the will of God himself, the Good News of Jesus is to extend to all 

people of all races. 

 

As the Jewish Christians put up barriers, we are prompted to ask ourselves which barriers we 
put up, and which barriers we can take down so that we may help other people to experience 

the fullness of God's love: how to share the gifts of God more fully. 

 

Our reading from John’s Gospel comes immediately after Judas leaves the others and sets out 

to betray Jesus.  It tells us about three things: the glorification of Jesus, the intimation of his 

imminent departure and death, and the new commandment.  It comes immediately after the 
words, ‘It was night’, and immediately before Jesus’s prediction that Peter will deny him three 

times, so this announcement of Jesus’s coming honour, and praise is set against a 

background of betrayal and denial, of faithlessness and disloyalty.  The glory of God will be 

made known as the Father is glorified in the Son and the Son is glorified in the Father.  The 

actions of the one are the actions of the other.  We remember Jesus’s words: “The Father and 

I are one” (John 10:30). 

 
As Jesus explains to his disciples, “Where I am going, you cannot come”, he goes on to give 

them a new commandment, that they love one another.  Maybe these words remind them, 

and us, of God’s commandment, recorded in Leviticus 19:18 “You shall love your neighbour 

as yourself”.  Jesus had already made it clear that the great commandments are to love God 

and to love our neighbours as ourselves, and in the parable of the Good Samaritan he 

expanded on who our ‘neighbour’ might be.  So what’s new?  Two things: 
 

The commandment is new because Jesus gives a model, a standard, for that love: “As I have 

loved you”.  In Jesus, the disciples – and we – have a concrete, living expression of what love 

is.  Love can no longer be trivialised or reduced to an emotion or debated over as if it were a 

philosophical virtue under scrutiny.  Jesus himself becomes the distinctive definition of love. 

 
Secondly, Jesus’s love for the disciples not only provides a new pattern and new standards: it 

ushers in a new era.  The coming of Jesus brings about a new situation, in which the life of 

the age to come – ‘eternal life’ – is no longer to be regarded as a possibility for the future.  

Remember his words recorded by Luke, “The kingdom of God is among you [or within you]” 

(Luke 17:21).  In the First letter of John (maybe the same John, maybe not) we read: “I am 
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writing you a new commandment that is true in him and in you, because the darkness is 

passing away and the true light is already shining” (1 John 2: 8) 

 

At the centre of the new era is the community that Jesus established, the intimate little family 

whom he addresses affectionately as “little children”.  What holds this family together and 

makes it stand out from all the rest is the love that members of the community have for one 
another – dramatic, persistent love like the love that Jesus has for them.  Some people have 

worried because the command that Jesus left is not a command to love the world, or to love 

our enemies, but there are other places where John emphasises the love of God for the 

world, in words like what is possibly the best known verse in the New Testament: ‘God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life’.  (John 3: 16) 
 

Jesus makes love the distinguishing mark of the community - the church: the characteristic of 

its life by which even people outside can recognise it.  The Church – that’s you and me – is 

called to demonstrate that love.  If we think that’s too big a job, or too much of a burden, we 

remember that the Church itself is the object of unconditional love – “Just as I have loved 

you…”. 

 
In the times past, going to the Kirk was not a matter of choice.  Attendance was obligatory 

and could be enforced by fines and nastier punishments.  The Kirk Sessions supervised all 

activity from the cradle to the grave, and were always on the lookout for ungodly behaviour, 

quite ready to listen to gossips and informers.  Minute books are full of references to 

transgressions like failing to attend the kirk without good reason, ‘breaching the Sabbath’ by 

performing any work or unnecessary activity on Sunday, slandering your neighbour, and 
above all, sexual immorality.  Anybody suspected of sinful conduct was called before the 

Session, which acted as a court of justice.  Offenders could be fined, or made to do public 

penance in front of the whole congregation – sackcloth, the ‘stool of repentance’ and all the 

rest.  Robert Burns has some things to say about the hypocrisy just below the surface of the 

system.  It all sounds a bit like a police state, but, on the other hand, the Sessions used the 

proceeds of fines and other means to try to help the poor and destitute of the parish. 
 

Our forefathers suffered under a variety of ‘-isms’, some of which are still around today – 

Calvinism, Puritanism, fundamentalism, literalism, conservatism, exclusivism – reflected in a 

rigid doctrine of ‘Thou shalt not’ and a cheerless preoccupation with sin and judgement and 

punishment, hell-fire and damnation, weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth, that 

portrayed God as a vengeful, even vindictive tyrant, always ready to jump on you if you 

misbehaved.  The congregations rarely heard Jesus’s words about compassion for the poor or 
his indignation at those who oppressed them. 

 

Something of these attitudes remained until relatively recently, and, I believe, still applies in 

some of the more rigorous of the Christian denominations.  Even in my lifetime I remember 

that the kirk elders visited people in their districts to distribute communion cards – provided 

the parishioners were regular attenders who kept the Lord’s Day, didn’t hang out their 
washing or allow the kids out to play on Sundays – indeed local authorities chained up the 

swings in the local children’s playparks from Saturday night until Monday morning. 

 

At my first communion service (in 1959) the Communion Table was ‘fenced’ against all who 

were in unrepented sin.  The minister warned those whose heart was not in the right state to 

refrain from coming forward. 
 

All this seems far removed from the picture of God we see reflected in today’s readings.  

Sure, Jesus could be angry, and he had blistering things to say about hypocrisy, but the God 

we see in Jesus is the God of love.  He is the father in the parable, constantly on the lookout, 

who goes running to meet the prodigal son; the forgiving, compassionate Jesus who deals 

gently with the woman taken in adultery, and with the paralytic man lowered to him through 
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the roof, the Jesus who warns about the unmerciful servant.  We see the love of God 

expressed in Jesus in healing; sharing meals; feeding a hungry multitude; associating with 

the outcasts frowned on by conventional society; his compassion to Martha and Mary when 

he learned of Lazarus' death; the relief of possible embarrassment of the newly-married 

couple, when water was changed into wine.  His compassion and forgiveness on the cross.  

 
OK.  What can we do?  We are called to follow in Jesus’s example by showing in our lives the 

tenderness of God’s love.  We are to do what we can to extend justice and compassion to the 

vulnerable, the oppressed, the outcasts and misfits, those who are made to believe they don't 

belong.  We can keep up and increase our outreach to those we know who are having a tough 

time.  We can support Christian Aid - Christian Aid Week starts today – and, through their 

work, help give water to the thirsty, food to the hungry, or help tackle disease through 
improved sanitation and medical care. 

 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you 

also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another”. 

 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria 
 

Hymn 519 Love divine 

 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 

Please note Responses: 

L: Let there be hope; 
All: Let there be love, let there be peace. 

 

God of new life, out of the abundance of our lives, we offer our gifts to you. 

Through your blessing and our willingness to share, 

may these offerings become a source for hope and love 

in this church family, and in the community beyond us, 
in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

We bring to God the concerns we hold in our minds, 

and the heartaches we carry deep within our being. 

May God scan our prayers, and align all that is good in them with his love for humanity. 

We bring to God all those suffering people who feature in the news: 

victims of accident, violence, war, thinking especially of Ukraine; 
natural disasters, disease, greed. 

L: Let there be hope; 

All: Let there be love, let there be peace. 

 

We pray for the church throughout the world, especially where there is persecution; 

for church leaders who confront evil authority; 
for ordinary people who keep the faith through hardship, misfortune and death. 

We pray for church members whom we do not really know, those we can’t understand; 

some who annoy us; some whose beliefs and values dismay us. 

L: Let there be hope; 

All: Let there be love, let there be peace. 

 
We bring before God people in power and authority throughout the world, 

asking that they may work sincerely for peace between peoples and nations. 

We pray for the political personalities and parties we don’t vote for; 

leaders we do not trust; high-profile people we dislike; work colleagues who irritate us. 

L: Let there be hope; 

All: Let there be love, let there be peace. 
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We pray for people who are ignored by the mass media: 

the forgotten minorities suffering oppression; 

the humble folk who suffer constantly, and die obscurely; 

the millions of refugees and displaced persons driven from home and country. 

We bring to God neighbours whose troubles we don’t know about; 

relatives with temptations and anxieties that they hide from us; 
friends and acquaintances with secret wounds and sorrows,  

In a moment of quiet we pray for those for whom we have special concerns today. 

Pause 

L: Let there be hope; 

All: Let there be love, let there be peace. 

 
Through Christ, for Christ, and with Christ, 

may love deepen, spread and rule through all things.  Amen. 

 

Choir: 'Father God you look on me' 

 

Tailpiece 

 
Two different comments on love.  Discussing the Gospel passage we read this morning, 

Former Bishop of Durham, Prof. N. T. Wright has this to say: 

 

Love is all about the other person.  It overflows into service, not in order to show how hard-

working it is, but because that is its natural form.  This is the badge that the Christian 

community wears before the watching world.  As we read verse 35 … 
[‘By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’] 

… we are bound to cringe in shame at the way in which professing Christians have treated 

each other down the years.  We have turned the Gospel into a weapon of our own various 

cultures.  We have hit each other over the head with it, burnt each other at the stake with it.  

We have defined the ‘one another’ so tightly that it means only ‘love the people who reinforce 

your own sense of who you are’. 
 

And Love Is Friendship Caught Fire by American Poet Laura Hendricks 

Love is friendship caught fire; it is quiet, mutual confidence, sharing and forgiving.  It is 

loyalty through good and bad times.  It settles for less than perfection, and makes allowances 

for human weaknesses.  Love is content with the present, hopes for the future, and does not 

brood over the past.  It is the day-in and day-out chronicles of irritations, problems, 

compromises, small disappointments, big victories, and working toward common goals.  If 
you have love in your life, it can make up for a great many things you lack.  If you do not 

have it, no matter what else there is, it is not enough. 

 

Hy 724 Christ's is the world in which we move 

 

Blessing: 
 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who has shown us such love, 

and in his grace has given us such unfailing encouragement and so sure a hope, 

still encourage you and strengthen you in every good deed and word,  

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you, now and always. Amen. 
 

Doxology: Hy 786 May the God of peace go with us. 

 


